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Rally Day!
The Theme is Grow ing in God’s Word

Sunday, September 11 is
After the service on Sunday, September 11,
join us for LUNCH; then some serious fun,
some not-so-serious games, and some
serious commitment to studying God’s Word.

This is the time where all of the summer events,
trips and vacations are wrapping up and we are
settling into what will be our routines for the fall,
winter, and spring. Where will God and time

What is Rally Day?

in God’s Word fit in those routines???

The way I think of rally day is that it’s like New
Year’s in September. On New Year’s, you do
2 things: #1 party, and #2 make resolutions.

Rally Day is an opportunity to put some thought and
intentionality into what you will be doing to grow in
God’s Word between now and next summer. We’ll
have some tools there to help you do just that!

#1: Party—At New Year’s, you party and
play fun games with people. So, too, shall
Rally Day have grand festivities like a dunk
tank, pie eating contest, Bible trivia,
etc. (It’ll be a total blast!) It’s a church
wide event, so you are all invited!

#2: Make Resolutions—New Year’s also
is a time where we reflect on the year past
and make some resolutions for what we want
to do in the coming year. Rally Day is the
week after Labor Day, which marks not a new
calendar year, but a new year for all of our
routines-especially for those with kids.

Plan to
attend:
Sunday, August 28
following worship
a special report from the NYG youth
attendees and
Thank you to the congregation.

-Your Christian Ed team, Elders, and Pastor

to
Cindy Hanna
Along with the
normal Rally Day
festivities, we will

honor Cindy

Hanna’s 30+
years of devotion.
Cindy has taught Sunday School,
Director of Vacation Bible
Schools, taught
Confirmation classes,
among other things!
Please join us on Sunday, September 11
to say “Thank You” to Cindy!
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♥ Mary & Martha Guild & Children’s Center articles are on page 6. ♥

Rocky Railway VBS - Where Jesus’ Power Pulled Us Through!
With only 1 month to pull together this year’s VBS, we certainly learned to completely rely
on God’s power working through God’s people. And, boy did it! SOLC became a Freight
Train of faith building. Powered by the prayer of God’s people (all of you); we
shared the gospel message all week long, for ALL ears and hearts to hear and receive it
through songs, crafts, games, snacks and Bible lessons.
This is ‘success' guaranteed: “so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall
not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in
the thing for which I sent it,” (Isaiah 55:11) Continue to pray for each
child, teen, and adult who heard and received. Thanks Be To God
for the work that only God has the power to accomplish!
Thankful for all the workers God provided: from our gifted, dedicated
teachers, to the volunteer, teen leaders from Notre Dame and SOLC, to
everyone who used their gifts/talents to decorate, lead, assist, feed,
invite, pray, fellowship, advertise, donate, set up, tear down or just
hang out. You were each a blessing to many and a beautiful picture
of what unity in the church can do. All Aboard as we Journey
with Jesus to our
next destination of serving
God together!

Ramsey

Billy

Finn
Rainbow Trout
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Dustin - your preparation and teaching of
the main truths in
ALL we did.
Ann
- volunteer
Ava
recruitment.
Tiffany - being our
preschool guru.
Jeff, Caydence,
Maria, Anthony, over the top, A + at
home projects.
Heather-point person for registration and your

Sierra ability to problem solve on the spot.

Tahirih - being there at every turn with joy.
Outreach-sponsoring social media campaign & advertising.
Thank you for the 70 plus
Elaine, Inga, Tahirih-created beautiful,
of you who took action to serve through VBS
immersive spaces with your decor
this summer, especially those who lead:
expertise and leadership.
Pastor-his calm yet enthusiastic support/encouragement.
Dick - providing a welcoming after VBS
Liz - being 'the glue' in headquarters.
party for the crew.
To all décoratMike - always being ready and willing to lead out
ing helpers & spotlight all the good stuff & taking time off
work to be on board all week with tech.
Anna, Rianne, Jessica, Sonia, Hope, Isaac, Lorrie, Laurel &
and Aidanek, Lily, Suzie, Kayla, Caleb, for Jonah your fantastic support and ability to be flexible.
showing up and
Rebecca - for being a hands on grandma and so
jumping into
supportive to all things ministry.
the un-known…
esp those who
Leslie & Tahirih-coordinating/orchestrating the family dinner.
joined us for the
Lexi & Dave Ryan - leading crews so faithfully & lovingly.

Thank yous!

first time.

Lawrence
Elk

All Elders - prayerful support and
purposeful conversations.
To all the financial donors - thank
you for your generosity.
To Trinity Lutheran & St. Bede's for your unity and generously
providing, in abundance, as we serve
Him as 1 church!

To all
who

prayed
fueling
us full
steam
ahead!
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Trust More, Worry Less
When I was a kid in
school, I used to dread
the end of summer and return to “normal”
activities. As an adult, however, I’ve come to
welcome the advent of autumn, including the
changing colors and cooler temperatures. (But
only slightly cooler. After all, that’s why I live in
Southern California!)

“Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your
life, what you will eat or drink; or about your
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothes? Look at
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not much more
valuable than they?” (Matthew 6:25-26)

This September also marks the first
birthday of my new puppy, Toby,
which is a surreal milestone. I
brought her home when she was
only nine weeks old and barely
weighed three pounds. How time
flies when you’re having fun – and
trying to keep your shoes from
getting chewed up!
Even though we’ve only been
together for less than a year, it’s
clear how much Toby trusts me to
provide for her; to make sure that
she has food, water, exercise, and
shelter. She never worries about where these
essentials will come from, or that she’ll have to
go without. It reminds me of this passage from
the Bible:

Yes, we are much more valuable!
And yet, in our sinful nature, we
succumb to worry. Instead, we
should follow the example of birds in
the air and puppies like Toby, and
trust that all of our needs will be
met. In the same way that God
provides us with every blessing, so
we should take care of those
blessings and share them with
others, as good Christian stewards.
Don’t forget: if you are not yet
comfortable attending in-person
worship services, you can still support SOLC
by mailing offerings to the church, the Vanco
app, the Tithe.ly app, online “bill pay” through
your bank, or giving online at

www.shermanoakslutheran.org.

Our next FEET - Families Equipping and Encouraging
Together - will be Sun., Oct 2.
Let’s go on an outing! Pack a lunch, grab a blanket and we will
meet up for a fun afternoon.
Vote on What’sApp for Griffith Park Carousel or Tapia Brother Farms.
Plan ahead for our ANNUAL Pumpkin Carving Festival for
Sunday, Oct. 30. Mark your calendar now and invite others to
do the same! This is fun for ALL ages!
Let’s give thanks to those who
have given their time and
talents here at SOLC in August, to:
all who volunteered to help with VBS.
all who donated to the mercy packs and
remember you still can order through Amazon.
 Jim Windsor for helping with Preschool projects and keeping the
grounds looking nice.
If there’s anyone out there you feel deserves thanks in giving their time and talents
to the church, please email brei04@hotmail.com.



by Andréa Vasilo

Mercy Packs Updates
It was a beautiful blessing to have
our VBS families fill 55 Mercy Packs
last month. We delivered 30 to
Central Lutheran, Van Nuys for their
distribution. The rest can be found in
the Mercy Wagon in the Fellowship
Hall for your own prayerful distribution.
This means our baskets of supplies
need refilling. Please go to our
Amazon Wish List found at: https://
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3JE
GWVFP3N50V/ref=cm_go_nav_hz
or grab the Mercy Pack shopping list
so we can plan a next packing party.
Thank you for your generous
support!
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Join us in wishing God’s blessings on those
celebrating their birthday or anniversary
anniversary
this month:

th
r
i
B

:
s
y
da

Charlotte Hinrichs

9/16

Yasuko Fischer

9/18

Anniversary:

(Congratulations on number of years!)

Alexis Murcott

9/1

Parisa Foroughiazar 9/20

Mario & Miriam Sweet

(15 yrs)

9/22

Torrey Murcott

9/1

Hope Gordon

9/26

Craig & Tanya Peterson

(17 yrs)

9/24

Haley Marshall

9/5

Michael O’Byrne

9/27

Caydence Renneker 9/6

Daphne Stegman

9/27

Anthony Lee

Sandra Uwanawich 9/28

9/15

80 diapers to a crisis pregnancy center

Calendar for Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church

September, 2022

All dates and times are subject to change
Sat, Aug 27
Sun, Aug 28
Sat, Sept 3
Sun, Sept 4
Mon, Sept 5
Tues., Sept 6
Thurs, Sept 8
Sat, Sept 10
Sun, Sept 11
Tues., Sept 13
Thurs, Sept 15
Sept. 17-21
Sat, Sept 17
Sun, Sept 18
Tues., Sept 20
Thurs, Sept 22
Sat, Sept 24
Sun, Sept 25
Thurs, Sept 29
Sat, Oct 1
Sun, Oct 2

Contemporary Worship, 5:00 p.m.
Sat. School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Bible Study & Sunday School, 9 a.m. Worship, 10:00 a.m. A Special short report
from the NYG youth attendees and Thanks to the congregation
Contemporary Worship, 5:00 p.m.
Sat. School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Bible Study & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. Worship, 10:00 a.m.

Labor Day — Office and School Closed
Deadline to sign up for The Light of the World Challenge Series
High School Youth Group, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the loft
Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. in person & via Zoom
Mary & Martha Guild meeting, 10:00 a.m. Contemp. Worship, 5:00 p.m.
Sat. School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Bible Study & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. Rally Day
Worship, 10:00 a.m.
School Board, 6:00 p.m.
Elders meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. in person & via Zoom
Start up for the 5 week-long The Light of the World Challenge Series
Contemporary Worship 5:00 p.m.
Sat. School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Bible Study & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Council meeting, 7:00 p.m. in person
Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. in person & via Zoom
Contemporary Worship, 5:00 p.m.
Sat. School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Bible Study & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. in person & via Zoom
Contemporary Worship, 5:00 p.m.
Sat. School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Bible Study & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. LWML Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
FEET outing

Other October Events: Sun. Oct 16
Sat. Oct 22
Sun. Oct 30

Sherman Oaks Street Faire
LWML Women’s Zone event here at SOLC, 9:00 a.m.
Pumpkin Carving Festival, noon
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Mary & Martha Guild

by Dorene Rubin

Greetings Everyone, Summertime has come and almost gone although you
wouldn't know it from the warm temperatures! Already the church calendar is full
of lots of activity.
All women are welcome to attend our first in person Mary & Martha meeting on Sat., September 10
beginning with a 9:30 am coffee meet and greet followed by our meeting. We will follow current LA county
department of health protocols.
A full agenda is ready for us to discuss, i. e., our pie sale fundraiser and LWML Sunday (Oct. 2) preparations.
SOLC is hosting the Zone 3 & 4 Fall Rally open to all women here on Sat., October 22.
Habitat for Humanity SoCal Director will be our guest speaker. More information to come.

80 bottles of
laundry soap
for a homeless
shelter

In honor of the LWML’s 80th anniversary, the Mary & Martha Guild is
encouraging all members of SOLC to use the number 80 to guide your
time, talent, and treasure to further the work of God’s kingdom. Here are
some suggestions for you to
80 hours helping congregation members
consider now
with yard work or light home repair.
thru the Fall.

Children’s Center

by Kimberly Ogas, Director

Birthday
cakes for
everyone
over 80 at
SOLC
The

We are officially up and running for the 2022 – 2023 school year! Our first month has
been a huge success in the eyes of our families. Everyone oohed and awed at our
new branding. The entire staff, The Zoo Crew, did an awesome job transforming
their classrooms and the hallways into our new Zoo Zone theme. We’ve got lions,
and tigers, and bears, oh my! If you haven’t had a chance to see our transformation
in person, please stop by and take a peek at our new look, both upstairs and down!
We want to give a huge shout out to Jim Windsor for helping to keep our preschool in tip top shape. Jim has
been readily available when needed. He has been busy repairing our playground misters, paper towel
dispensers, church doors, and more. We don’t know how we would survive without him. The physical safety of
our children is a top priority and Jim has been a huge help, keeping everything in working order to provide a
safe and fun environment for all. Thank you, Jim!
We still have availability in our classrooms, so if you know anyone who is looking for a topnotch preschool spot
for their child or a friend, please send them our way. We’d be delighted to nurture their growth and
development. The children are always our “mane” attraction!

Service Opportunities Help Wanted...God is hiring!
1. Need someone who would like to monitor the collection of non
perishables regularly and deliver them to Central Lutheran in Van
Nuys. Please let Chris Gordon know if you would like to assist.
2. Evelyn’s absence has not only left a huge hole in our hearts but it
also means we need new leadership in the area of HOSPITALITY.
If you are someone who values these opportunities to gather around
fellowship treats and can take on organizing treats and make coffee
for Sunday mornings, please speak to Tahirih. She will give you the
inside scoop on the Mary & Martha closet and supplies. Also check
with Liz in the office regarding budgeted items.

Ushers

are Needed:

Everyone is invited to be an usher
on Sunday mornings: young
people, parents with their kids,
adults, seniors...Eric Anderson will
train anyone new to this job.
There is an Usher sign up sheet
across from the bathrooms.
Please sign up on the date you
can serve. Two slots per Sunday.
Liz will email a reminder several
days before the service.

The Oakleaves Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church September 2022

Meeting highlights – Aug. 16
The new council had their first
meeting of the “new” year. The new members are
Dick Robertson (Vice President), Laura Murcott
(Stewardship) and Chris Gordon (Christian
Education) which may rotate during the year.
♦ Pastor’s Report: he’s shifting his work format
from focusing a little on many things, to working
on 1 “wildly” important thing at a time. The Light
of the World Challenge is top of his list and he
hopes to get 50 participants. He has also
reinstated the Gypsy Bible Study. (And of course, he
and Rhianne had a baby since the last meeting).
♦ President’s Report: David Seaver asks that
anyone making an announcement at the end of
the Sunday service use a microphone. Otherwise,
the people watching online cannot hear what is
being said. Our dear friend Evelyn Christel left a
$20,000 donation to SOLC. Council will discuss
how to best proceed in her honor once funds are
received. One desperate need is to update the
phone system and internet in the church. Shade
for the Church patio has also been mentioned.
♦ Vice-President’s Report: Dick Robertson
discussed the challenges of the Children’s Center
building back up in enrollment. Cyrus has been
very generous with his time and expertise. Dick
has done a lot of background work on updating
our corner sign. He had a consultant come up
with a way to spruce up the sign without going
digital (city regulations are not allowing us to install digital
as originally hoped). Details will be communicated in
the near future.
♦ Elders’ Report: Luigi and the Elders are
praying for the church community. He would like
to see the Saturday service expand. The
numbers are still down since Covid hit. They are
working with Christian Education on Rally Day.
The Council voted to approve $500 from the
church budget for Rally Day expenses. Growing
in God’s Word is the theme. We will honor
Cindy Hanna’s years of devotion at the Rally Day
festivities, so join us on Sunday, Sept. 11.
♦ Financial Reports: Leslie O’Byrne & Heather
Wolter reported on Financial Institution Report,
Profit and Loss Report and Contribution Report.
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in person!

by Ann McClung,
Council Secretary

The end of the 2021-22 Fiscal year, SOLC is in
the red about $5,000, but it was originally projected to be closer to $47,000, so we are moving in
the right direction. The Council was thanked for
keeping expenses down. Offerings are still
needed to off-set the expenses. The
government Employee Retention Credit made a
big difference in making up the deficit which will
not be available next year.
♦ Stewardship Report: Laura Murcott is new to
this position so is seeking any help and/or
suggestions. She will be working with Brie and
Andréa.
♦ Christian Education Report: Chris Gordon
represented the committee in summarizing the
successful VBS that was put on in August (it was
last minute, but still fantastic). They had a small
budget to work with ($1,000) which needs to be
increased next year. Dick Robertson hosted the
VBS workers “Thank you” dinner. Outreach
supported VBS through advertising, and more
than 70 others touched the event in some way.
Chris reported on the new FEET program (Families
Equipping and Encouraging Together) at SOLC that was
recently established well as other fall programs
(start up of new confirmation classes).
♦ Outreach Report: Rhonda Renneker
discussed how her committee will analyze data
from VBS to see how we can be more effective
next year. They have 2 events to prepare for:
Sherman Oaks Street Fair-Oct. 16 and Pumpkin
Carving-Oct. 30. Please put those dates on your
calendars to help out.
♦ New business: Chris asked Council to develop
a plan to go through our storage areas to clean
out, clean up and organize for when we get new
supplies there is somewhere to put them. A
strong organizer is needed to take this project.

Updated Mission Statement
To receive and be transformed by God’s grace, faith in
Jesus, and Holy Scripture to: ~ Reach up in worship to God;
~ Reach down in service to others
~ Reach into God’s Word to grow as disciples
~ Reach out with the good news of Jesus Christ
~ Reach around in fellowship as the Body of Christ
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A Message from Pastor...

by Pastor Titus A. Utecht

“ B l e s s e d i n Yo u r D o i n g ”
One of the greatest blessings for us as Christians is
that we get to do good works. We are tremendously
blessed by being able to serve God and serve others.
If that seems totally counterintuitive, that’s because it
is. But it is true.
Consider this passage from James 1:22-25 “But be
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves… The one who looks into the perfect law,
the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer
who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed
in his doing.”
Did you catch that ending? James doesn’t just say
that you should live out the faith because that’s the
right thing to do, but he actually says that you will be
blessed in doing so. That you will be more joyful,
content, and purpose filled when you live out the
faith. It might sound counterintuitive, but the more
you serve the Lord and serve others, the more joyful
you will be, not less.
Recently, I’ve been surprised by a few instances that
showed this principle to be true. As one example, this
spring we did a trial group for the Light of the World
challenge series that will be starting this fall. The
course is designed around the principle of getting into
action and living out the faith, with the idea of
learning discipleship by doing rather than by simply
listening. That part worked well as expected, and the
trial group reported that they did grow in their faith.
But I was blindsided by the main thing that the group
talked about: They were blessed in their doing. After
spending five weeks being challenged to put their
faith into practice in different ways, they felt happier,
more joyful, more at peace and closer to God. To be
honest, it kind of caught me off guard. But it’s exactly
what James is telling us: we are blessed in our doing.
When I stop and look back on my own life, I find this
to be true for me, and maybe it is the same for you.
When you look at your life, when were you most
joyful, most at peace? What were some of the most
meaningful things you did? High points of faith? Likely
they are not times of being served but of serving
others and living out the faith.

Really, that should come as no surprise, given what
James says here and what the Bible says elsewhere.
For instance, consider Ephesians 2:10, which says
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good
works, which God
“But
prepared
beforehand, that
we should walk in
them.” That is to say
that when we are
putting our faith into
action and doing
good works, we are
and not hearers doing exactly what
God created us to
only, …….
do. This is what you
were made for. God
he will be
prepared these good
works for you to do
in
before you were
even born. So it is no
surprise that it is a
blessing to live that
out.

be doers
of the
word,

blessed
his

doing.”

In conclusion then, I encourage you to become ever
more active in living out the faith and doing good
works. One of my favorite sayings is this: “When
you’re feeling sorry for yourself, go do something
for someone else.” Find joy in serving others and in
serving God. One great way to do that is to sign up
for The Light of the World challenge series which
will be starting mid-September. (Go to Sherman
oakslutheran.org and click the link that says “Light of
the World Challenge.”
Challenge.”)) That course is designed to
help you do exactly what this article is about. But
regardless of whether you sign up for that, be
intentional about finding ways to incorporate faith
into your daily life. Praying more, helping others,
volunteering at church or other places, studying
God’s Word, sharing your faith, encouraging fellow
believers, and the list goes on. As we live out the
faith, we are blessed in our doing.
Pastor Utecht

