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Rededication
Service and
an Outdoor
Service
both in June
On Sun., June 26,
we will have the
rededication of
our beautiful
sanctuary. Let me
guess your
reaction: “Huh?
Why?” Well, we had
just completed the
remodel of the sanctuary almost two full years ago
(June 2020), but because of COVID we were
worshipping outside for so long, and when we did
finally come in there was so much to figure out with
COVID protocols and people still gone and so forth
that it never really happened. Yet, rather than just
letting it go away and never really happen, we are
going to have a special service for the rededication of
the sanctuary. After all, the sanctuary and what
happens there week after week is such an integral
part of our life in Christ.
As a nod to what has transpired over the last couple
of years, we are going to be holding worship in the
courtyard (just like we did for many long months
during the height of COVID) on Sunday, June 19, the
week before the rededication. Many people really
enjoyed worshiping outside and requested we do it
again on occasion, so I’m looking forward to that date,
with the following week, Sunday, June 26, the
rededication of the sanctuary.
In Christ, Pastor Utecht

All voting members of
Sherman Oaks Lutheran
Church are encouraged to
attend the Congregational
meeting on Sunday, June 12
following worship.
The new fiscal
budget will be
approved and
council elections
will take place.

Alaytheia Zoae Utecht
was born on Friday, May 20!
Thank you
so much for
your prayers
and support
at the birth
of our fourth
daughter,
Alaytheia
Zoae! All
praise to
God who
hears and answers prayers, for a
safe, smooth
delivery and a beautiful, healthy
girl. God is good - God’s works
are wonderful, I know it full well!! :)
Rianne & Pastor Titus Utecht
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Mary & Martha Guild

by Dorene Rubin

The Mary & Martha Guild continues to be part of the LWML
(Lutheran Women in Mission) of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod. LWML is open to ALL women of our church. In the early years of our church's establishment,
women in the LWML chose to name their women’s group the “Mary & Martha Guild.”
Our first meeting of all women will be Saturday, September 10, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. for coffee and
conversation, followed by our business meeting. Hope to see you there with ideas for fundraising
and fund disbursement. The Women’s Bible Study will resume this Fall - TBD at our meeting. We
plan to meet in person, following COVID protocols, as conditions dictate.
Our executive committee, Diane, Treasurer; Laurel, Secretary; and
Dorene, Interim President; met twice in late Spring to distribute a small
portion of our funds, as needed. We plan to have a pie sale in October
2022. Stay tuned for details.
We are grieved to announce that our Mary & Martha Guild long time
President, Evelyn Christel, passed away on May 23. Evelyn is now
reunited with her husband, Paul, and daughter, Cathy. Lift up to God
prayers of peace and comfort for her son, Mark, and daughter-in-law,
Sherry, and grandson and great grandsons. The congregation is
invited to all of the following: Evelyn’s memorial is Friday, June 24,
9 a.m. service and burial at Forest Lawn Hollywood Hills. A reception
will be held in Simi Valley. Stay tuned for more information!!

Children’s Center

by Diane Nixon, Director

Graduation and the end of the school year is Tuesday, June 14. We’re excited to have an
in-person safe graduation ceremony to celebrate the children going to kindergarten. There is
such joy and fulfillment in seeing the families, who have been here as 2- and 3-year olds,
watch as their children receive their diploma. Each child will receive a Bible and a diploma.
All the children will have an ice cream social to celebrate the end of the school year.
The first day of our summer camp is Monday, June 20. Spread the word that we still have room for children
2 years to age 6. The teachers are looking forward to changing out the school year curriculum to the summer
curriculum with their exciting art, games, and other fun activities. SOLCC teachers are faithful and awesome at
doing God’s work.
Thank you to Jim & Inga Winsor and Fay Darmian and all the families who ordered out for our Spirit Night. The
event was very successful. It was our first Spirit Night at Antonio’s Pizzeria, since Covid. What fun to see
families socializing and getting to know one another.
Pastor Utecht and our teachers continue the opportunity to chat and get to know one another. This is something
new we started this year. Everyone seems to be enjoying this time and look forward to their next chat.

Pray for our
new director

I am very thankful for our school board and the work being done to hire a new director. Please
pray God sends us the perfect director for our school and staff and that we are tuned in to
God’s direction and guidance. Along with my retirement, Mrs. Deborah Santiago after 34 years,
plans to retire the end of June, as well. There is a celebration on Saturday, June 18 at the
Saturday night service. Please join us at 5 p.m. as we give thanks for 34 years of her dedicated
service and pray for her as she moves into her new season of life.

We end this year with praises, thankfulness and much gratitude to our God for the many blessings God has poured
out on our school. Thank you for all your prayers for the children, their families, and staff.
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High School Youth Group
Youth group continues to meet monthly the first
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Aside from
the fun of pizza and minute-to-win-it games,
we’ve been diving deep into a study on what it
means to live differently as Christians from
the world around us. It’s led to some really
great discussions about faith and life.
If you know of any family or friends who are
high school aged and would like to join us, send
them over :) Whether they are coming from a
Christian or non-Christian background, this is a
fun and safe space to be able to engage Jesus’
teaching. Our group is very welcoming and we
always enjoy getting to see new faces and hear
new voices.

We have begun a new program
that we have titled FEET

(Family Encouragement &
Equipping Time). Everyone
with children (regardless of age) is
automatically a ‘member.’ Those
of you with grown “kids,” we
value your wisdom and would
love for you to pop in for a visit
whenever we meet. We will gather about
monthly, in a time of fellowship over lunching
together and then supporting each other in
raising our kids in the faith. As your Christian
Ed Team, our aim is to equip our families with
ideas to use at home throughout the week to
grow as faith centered families. We want to
learn from, pray for, and support each other.
Our next FEET gathering will be following the
Sanctuary Rededication Worship Service,
Sunday. June 26 . RSVP now to one of our
teachers and hold that spot on your summer
calendar. Also pencil in July 17 for a longer
poolside gathering.
Here are some pictures from our May FEET
meet up, where our families focused on
expanding the sermon key points into action
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National
Youth
Gathering
July 9 - 13, 2022 in Houston, TX
is fast approaching!
THANK YOU to the whole congregation and
friends who have contributed generous offerings for
our 3 (maybe 4) youth attending the National Youth
Gathering in July.
We have surpassed our goal. Any left over moneys
will be put in the 2025 NYG fund.
Please keep our youth in your prayers and the
whole gathering that God would touch many hearts.

items for their week ahead.
We read from John 13:34-35
about “A new command I
give you; Love one another.

As I have loved
you, so you must
love one another.
By this everyone
will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.” To put
God’s Word into action, the families cut strawberry
hearts and served others first in our congregation, as
well as, making cards as reminders of God’s love for
them, to put up on the refrigerator at home. Everyone
took home additional activities to do.
Lastly, all families should have received an invitation link to a What'sApp private group for easy to
access information, updates, prayer, and support.
Reach out to your teacher for assistance if you
haven’t joined.
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Vow of Stewardship
As Christian stewards, we are
meant to take good care of
everything with which God has entrusted us, and also
to give God thanks and praise for these
various gifts. You may not have realized
it, but by reciting the Apostles’ Creed in
church, you are essentially taking a vow
of stewardship. This is explained in
Luther’s Small Catechism.
In the First Article of the Creed, we
learn that God has made everything,
including us. Luther says: “He has given

Finally, in the Third Article, we state how
the Holy Spirit works in us. Luther explains:

“That I cannot by my own reason or strength
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord,
or come to Him; but the Holy
Spirit has called me by the
Gospel, enlightened me with His
gifts, sanctified and kept me in
the true faith. In the same way
He calls, gathers, enlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian
church on earth, and keeps it
with Jesus Christ in the one true
faith. In this Christian church He
daily and richly forgives all my
sins and the sins of all believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me
and all the dead, and give eternal life to me
and all believers in Christ.”
It’s easy for us to forget that everything we
have in this life is from God, and not what

we have
in this life

me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all
my members, my reason and all my
senses, and still takes care of them. He
also gives me clothing and shoes, food
and drink, house and home, wife and
children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and
daily provides me with all that I need to support this
body and life. He defends me against all danger and
guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does
only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without
any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty
to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.”
In the Second Article, we profess that the Father sent
His Son, Jesus, into the flesh. Luther writes: “[Jesus]

has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and
from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but
with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent
suffering and death, that I may be His own and live
under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He
is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.”

Please pray over their
next steps.

Kayla Hanna

by Andréa Vasilo

we have earned ourselves. That’s why we’re
called to be stewards – to give our time,
talents and treasures as a response of
gratitude and service to the One who loves
and takes care of us the best. Let the
Apostles’ (and Nicene!) Creed be a reminder
of this.

Don’t forget: if you are not yet comfortable
attending in-person worship services, you can still
support SOLC by mailing offerings to the church,
downloading the Vanco app, Tithe.ly app, online “bill
pay” through your bank, or giving
online...www.shermanoakslutheran.org.

Hope Gordon
from Notre Dame High School
She will attend

Sacramento State University

from Pepperdine University

Caydence Renneker

Dustin Lee

from Heritage Christian Elementary
She will attend HCS Middle School

from Taft High School
He will attend Pierce College

Your Church is Proud of you!
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Join us in wishing God’s blessings on those
celebrating their birthday or anniversary
anniversary this month:

Anniversary:

Birthdays:
Marie Hanson
Anna Booher

6/3

6/16

Lorraine Salcedo 6/18

(Congratulations on number of years!)

Philip & Mwinga Muze

(9 yrs)

6/15

Pastor & Rianne Utecht

(7 yrs)

6/26

Victoria Anderson 6/8

Ann Millgate

6/19

Ali & Samaneh Khalili

(25 yrs)

6/27

Elijah Tankou

Jonah Gordon

6/25

Richard & Tenise Holland (32 yrs)

6/29

6/14

Calendar for Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church
All dates and times are subject to change

J U NE,
2022

Bible Study & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Memorial Day — Office and School Closed
Thurs, June 2 Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. in person & via Zoom
Sat, June 4
Contemporary Worship, 5 p.m. Sat. School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Sun, June 5
Bible Study & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Sun, May 29
Mon, May 30

Tues, June 7
Thurs, June 9
Sat, June 11
Sun, June 12

High School Youth Group, 6:30—8:00 p.m. in the loft

Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. in person & via Zoom
Contemporary Worship, 5:00 p.m.
Saturday School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Bible Study & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.

Congregation Meeting following worship.
Tues, June 14 SOLCC Graduation
School Board meeting, 6:00 p.m. Elders meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Wed, June 15-17 Work Days at the Preschool to prepare for the Summer program beginning June 20
Thurs, June 16 Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. in person & via Zoom
Sat, June 18 Contemporary Worship with a blessing for Deborah Santiago (see page 7), 5:00 p.m.

Saturday School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Sun, June 19 Bible Study & Sunday School, 9 a.m. Worship-Outside in the Courtyard, 10 a.m.
Tues., June 21 The Oakleaves articles are due in Liz’s “in box,” noon Council meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Thurs, June 23 Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. in person & via Zoom
Fri., June 24
Evelyn Christel Memorial Service, Forest Lawn Hollywood Hills, 9 am service, burial, reception in Simi
Sat, June 25 Contemporary Worship 5:00 p.m. Saturday School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Sun, June 26 Bible Study & Sunday School, 9 a.m. Worship-Sanctuary Rededication, 10 a.m.
FEET fellowship, 11:30 a.m. (see page 3)
Thurs, June 30 Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. in person & via Zoom
Sat, July 2
Contemporary Worship, 5:00 p.m.
Saturday School & Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Sun, July 3
Bible Study & Sunday School, 9 a.m. Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Mon, July 4
Independence Day — Office and School Closed
National Youth Gathering: July 9 - 13, 2022 in Houston, TX. Pray for our 3 young people attending
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Refill our Mercy Packs
Mercy Packs: Toothpaste is needed
so we can pack some
drawstring packs.
Hats for shade and
sunscreen would
be summer bonus
items. And juice boxes are
always a plus!
Plz consider donating through the Mercy Packs
Wish list on Amazon. https://smile.amazon.com/dp/
B003EH0CY0/?coliid=IISZU2NVSZLRK&colid=3JEGWV
FP3N50V&psc=1&ref_=lv_vv_lig_dp_it

Cash donations are always welcome if you don’t
have time for the shopping part. Just mark an
envelope for “Mercy Packs” or write a check to
SOLC with Mercy Packs on the memo line.

Let’s give thanks to those who have given their
time and talents here at SOLC in May, to:
 Jim Windsor for all his dedicated work in the flower
beds. Don’t they look just beautiful???
 many members and friends who showered Sherry
and Evelyn Christel in love thoughout Evelyn’s
last days on earth.
 those who attended and participated in the National
Day of Prayer with a lovely service.
 those who supported the Children’s Center
fundraiser at Antonio’s Pizzeria!
 all who brought shredding to
our shredding event on May
24.
 those member and friends
who currently serve or have
served in the Armed
Forces to keep our citizens
safe!!! God bless you all.

Hollywood Bowl Fourth of July
Fireworks spectacular on

If there are anyone out there you feel deserves thanks for giving their time
and talents to the church, please email brei04@hotmail.com.

Sunday, July 3.

Please Note: A Children’s Center teacher and her husband,

Steve Martin and Martin Short will host.
Thomas Wilkins and the Los Angeles
Philharmonic perform a program of favorites. Gate
opens at 5:30 p.m. Performance starts at 7:30 p.m.
33 tickets have been reserved in section P2 rows
6, 7, and 8 for $37.25 for adults and $18.75 for 12
and under. The price includes a seat cushion.
What a wonderful opportunity to enjoy fellowship,
music, and fireworks. The Sunday evening
performance is the same as on July 2 and 4 while
being convenient for both our Saturday and
Sunday worshipers to get together and share a
great time. It frees up your actual July 4 for other
activities.
We have enough seats for inviting friends and
family. Picnicking is available before all concerts. If
there is enough interest, we can reserve a space.
Please call Elaine Werner with questions and signup. We need a final count by May 26.
We can do it together again on Thursday,
September 29, for Pentatonix. We have another
33 seats reserved.

Deborah and Neftali Santiago, are in need of a rental home by
mid-August. Their needs are: 2-3 bedroom, 1.5-2 bath,
covered parking, regular amenities (stove, fridge, washer/dryer,
dishwasher…), safe neighborhood in SF Valley near Mission
Hills. Rent between $1,800 and $2,000.
They trust God’s leading and pray for a solution. Contact Neftali
Santiago (818) 378-2419 with leads or suggestions.

“To Music” Sun., June 5
Join the San Fernando Valley Master Chorale as we celebrate amazing choral works that represent healing, nature, and the love of music. Featured works include: “I
thank you God” by Eric Whitacre, “Sure on This Shining Night” by Morten Lardisen, “Hymn to St. Cecilia” by
Benjamin Britten, and featuring a new work by our resident composer, Sergio Barer, called “Ode to Music.”
Sunday, June 5 at 7:00 p.m. First Presbyterian Church of
Encino, 4963 Balboa Blvd. (2 blocks north of Ventura
Blvd.) 91316.
Elaine Werner has sung with this choir for more than 10
years. Check out sfvmc.com for the full program and information. Discounted presale tickets are available
through Memorial Day. Contact Elaine Werner for more
information. Home 818-367-0681, Cell 747-253-8133.
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Council highlights ~
♦ Pastor’s Report: he’s on
Paternity leave! A revised
Mission Statement was introduced and will also
be presented at the Congregation meeting.
♦ Treasurer’s Report: Leslie O’Byrne
presented the Proposed Budget for Fiscal
Year 2022-2023, much discussion ensued
getting the proposed budget ready for approval
by the congregation on June 12.
Much appreciation and thanks was
expressed at seeing contributions increase
to more than was budgeted. Well done
SOLC!!! We were able to restore and increase
some of the losses experienced during the
Covid quarantine. We always have room to
grow. So keep up the good work.
Thanks was also given for keeping utility
costs down to more manageable numbers.
No April financial reports were reviewed due to
spending time on the proposed budget.
♦ Financial Secretary’s Report: Heather
Wolter reported on the account totals for April.
Year-to-date contributions have increased
17.1% from last year. (see to the right)
♦ Mary & Martha Guild President Evelyn
Christel passed away May 23. 
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May 24, 2022 mtg
in person!

by Ann McClung,
Council Secretary

♦ School Board Report: new teachers have
been hired and the enrollment looks good for the
summer. Director Diane Nixon, and long time
teacher Deborah Santiago will be retiring at the
end of June. The School Board is in the process
of interviewing for the Director’s position.
♦ President’s Report: David Seaver reported the
Congregational meeting is June 12 after
worship. The new budget and council
elections will take place.

For a copy of the Proposed
Budget please email the
church office and ask that a
copy be emailed to you!
April 2022 Financial Facts:
Total Contributions

$18,057.81

SOLCC Contribution
Total Expenses

$5,923.00
($24,766.40)

Liability/EQ Premium

($2,000.00)
In the red:

($2,785.59)

Retirement Celebration
Our Children’s Center teacher, Mrs. Deborah
Santiago plans to retire at the end of June,
after teaching here for 34 years.
You are invited to a celebration on

Saturday, June 18, 5:00 p.m.
at the Saturday night service,
Please join us as we give thanks for 34 years
of her dedicated service and pray for her as
she moves into a new season of life.
Check your mailbox for an invitation.

Penteco st, June 5, 2 02 2
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A Message from Pastor...
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by Pastor Titus A. Utecht

A Proposal to Modify and Reclaim the Mission Statement
In a few weeks at the congregational meeting, the
elders and I are going to put forward a proposal for the
congregation to modify and recommit to our mission
statement. I wanted to take a few moments now to
explain the reasoning and purpose behind this.
Why Modify?
First off, let me say that what we have currently is an
awesome mission statement, and I’ve really come to
appreciate it over the time that I’ve been here.
Currently, it reads:
To willingly and expectantly fulfill the great commission
and the great commandment by:
• Reaching up in worship to God
• Reaching down in service to others
• Reaching into God's Word to grow as disciples
• Reaching out with the good news of Jesus Christ
• Reaching around in fellowship as the Body of Christ
This is a beautiful statement of the key initiatives that
are of utmost importance for the church, and it is
stated in such a concise and memorable way. As the
elders and I discussed it, we all found it quite
compelling, especially the five areas that we “reach.”
However, while this mission statement captures so
eloquently what we do, it makes no mention of why we
do it or by whose power we do it. And the reason for
everything that we as Christians do is simply because of
what God has already done. It’s all because of the
Gospel. Being a Christian is not about what I am
supposed to do, but about what God has done for me
and is now doing through me. In order to better convey
this Gospel foundation, the elders and I have worked
long and hard to draft the following: (modifications in
italics)
To receive and be transformed by God’s grace, faith
in Jesus, and Holy Scripture to:
• Reach up in worship to God
• Reach down in service to others
• Reach into God’s Word to grow as disciples
• Reach out with the good news of Jesus Christ
• Reach around in fellowship as the Body of Christ
This wording gives a clear description of the proper
order of a Christian’s life and works: The very first thing
we do is receive from God. God gives us undeserved
grace and forgiveness, and until a person has received
God’s grace he cannot serve God. As Jesus says, “I am

the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) So we must
be connected to the vine, Jesus, receiving his grace.
Then as we are connected and receive from him, his
grace is not without effect. Rather, as God pours out
God’s grace upon us and fills us with faith, this truly
transforms us, such that we can bear much fruit.
Indeed, the five bullet points that follow, detail the sorts
of fruit that we bear as transformed children of God.
I also want to highlight here the origin behind the
phrase “God’s grace, faith in Jesus, and Holy Scripture
to…” The three key elements listed there are grace,
faith, and Scripture. On the right hand side of the
sanctuary we have the three stained glass windows that
say “Grace Alone,” “Faith Alone,” and “Scripture Alone.”
God’s grace, faith in Jesus, and Holy Scripture are the
foundations of our faith, from which flow all our good
works and our life as Christians.
Why a Mission Statement?
Hopefully you like the wording of our mission statement
and the proposed modification. But perhaps you’re also
wondering “Why bother? What’s the point of all of
this?” That’s a great question. The purpose of all of this
is not simply that we have a satisfactory mission
statement, the purpose is that we remember that we
are on a mission! Think about it: What is a “mission”? It
is a task which is of utmost importance and to which the
agent is fiercely determined to complete. A person
casually trying to finish doing the dishes and a soldier
bravely penetrating through enemy lines to rescue a
wounded comrade are both “performing tasks”, but one
is “on a mission” and the other isn’t. Far too often it is
easy to treat the work that we have been given as a
church—which is of life and soul saving value and
eternally important—more like the guy casually doing
dishes than like the soldier braving enemy fire. Of
course simply having a mission statement does not
make us “on a mission.” However, having a clear,
concise, and memorable statement of our mission that
we keep before us can be a useful tool to remind us of
our critical purpose in life as Christians.
If you have any questions about this or would like to
discuss with me further, I’d love to have a conversation
with you!
-Pastor Utecht

