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The start of Lent
begins Wednesday,
March 2!
Join the Sherman Oaks
Lutheran family for a soup
supper at 6:00 p.m. followed
by our Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m.
The Service schedule on Wednesday evenings is:
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & April 6.
Holy Week is April 10-16 with Easter Sunday
on April 17.
by Pastor Utecht

We are looking
for volunteers
to make Soup

for our

Lenten Services.
The sign-up sheet is off the
Church Narthex or call the office.
Open dates are:
March 16, 23, 30 &
April 6
Daylight Saving Time begins.

2022 Lenten Theme: The Hymns of Lent
Your pastor is a little bit of an odd duck when it comes to
favorite hymns. In our Lutheran church, we have many
great hymns that we all love to sing, from Luther’s classic
“A Mighty Fortress” to the beloved favorite “How Great
Thou Art.” At Easter, we sing so boldly “Christ the Lord is
Risen Today! Alleluia!” And of course how can we not
mention all of the beautiful Christmas hymns that are such
a key part of our Christmas traditions and memories?
Yet out of all the hymns that we have, my
favorite have always been the Lenten
hymns. That probably seems odd because
exactly unlike all of the festive Christmas and
Easter hymns, these songs carry somber tunes and
themes. “Alas and Did My Savior Bleed,” “Cross of Jesus,
Cross of Sorrow,” “Go to Dark Gethsemane.” In beautiful,
powerful, and poetic fashion, these hymns convey the
grim reality of sin and death, they lead us into humble
repentance, and also proclaim the power of the forgiveness won for us on Calvary’s cross.
So I invite you to join us on Wednesdays during Lent
as we not only study but also sing the hymns of Lent.

Spring Ahead
Sunday, March 13, 2 am
Many fire departments encourage
people to change the batteries in
their smoke detectors [OR make
sure they work!] when they change
their clocks because Daylight Saving
Time provides a convenient
reminder.
“A working smoke detector more
than doubles a person’s chances of
surviving a home fire.”
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Mary & Martha Guild

by Evelyn Christel

Everyone is so busy these days. So I’ve decided to
concentrate on our “Guild” news. We have received many
monetary requests for donations by many worthwhile
organizations. We have supported many of them in the past, but sadly cannot continue at this time.
With our lack of mission projects our bank account is still quite low. We all hope and pray that we
will be able to give again soon. I’m still coming up with ideas for our Guild (and hope you are too).
As soon as we figure that out, I will plan to set a time for a meeting. Keep praying for everyone.

Tea Time—
Time—Spring Celebration
We (all women) have been invited by the LWML Guild at
Canoga Park Lutheran Church to attend their Spring Celebration
on Saturday, April 30, 11:30 a.m. for registration through mid
afternoon. Come for lunch, Bible Study, special music, great
conversation, and a variety of teas and delicious desserts.
We are asked to dress for a tea party and bring our tea cups/
mugs and teapots. (Cups will be provided for those who cannot
bring one.)
An Ingathering of bring gift cards will go to the CSUN Food
Pantry, (Ralphs, Vons, Pavilions, Wal-Mart, Target).
An offering will be gathered to benefit Lutheran Bible
Translators/Federwitz Family via Circuit 3 Mission Society.
Checks should be made out to LWML Zone 3.
The cost is $10 which includes lunch. A sign-up sheet is in the church Narthex, deadline is April 20.
Please consider attending.

Children’s Center

by Diane Nixon, Director

The month of February was full of opportunities to talk to the children about our
Presidents and celebrate their leadership. The teachers also had fun and focused on
Jesus and how he loves each and every one of us. How Jesus wants us to love our
family and friends and most of all to love Jesus.
March is full of crazy activities and fashions as we celebrate
Dr. Seuss’s birthday. St. Patrick’s Day celebrations and teaching how he was
instrumental in sharing Christianity. The teachers are also evaluating the
development of their students and preparing for Parent Teacher Conferences.
We will have individual, class, and graduation pictures taken this month as well.
April is upon us and the children have and will continue having opportunities to discuss, ask questions
and learn about the journey to the cross.
Here to praying the challenges of the last few years are behind us and we will begin moving forward. God
continues to bless our families, the children, and staff. We are very thankful for His goodness and mercy
and for continued prayers from a congregation that is so faithful.

“A new command I give you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” John 13:34
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by Chris Gordon

Youth Group News...

To date we have received
$3,626.75 in fundraising
for the National Youth
Gathering. The estimated cost is $5,500 for
4 youth and 2 chaperones. So we need at
least $1,875 more to cover costs.

2022 LCMS National Youth
Gathering - In all Things
July 9 - 13, 2022 in Houston, TX
Check it out at: https://lcmsgathering.com

We have three fundraisers coming up:
1. our preEaster See’s candy sales;
2. a new one with Scripts that Emily Craig is
organizing for us that we will announce soon;
3. And let us know if there is interest in hiring
a teen for Spring cleaning or
light jobs. We'll see if we can
make a good match.
NYG

Thanks for your support in previous fundraisers. There will be many more coming up!
If you would like to spearhead a fundraising
event or just have a good idea for one, please
let Chris Gordon or the Hinrichs know.

We have a new fundraiser!
It is the return of an old
one, The Giving Tree.
Look for the small tree
with envelopes on the
branches in the Narthex.
This is the opportunity to
make cash donations
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We are so very thankful for our
prayerful, loving and extremely
generous church family!
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toward our youth attending the
National Youth Gathering in Texas
in over 4 months. A See’s lollipop
is waiting for you when you do!
Donations can be made anytime
through writing a check to SOLC
with Youth Trip on the memo line.

NYG

ALSO NOTE: Some members
have Thrivent products. Thrivent

Care dollars can be directed to SOLC for
our Youth to attend the National Youth
Gathering. Call Liz in the office if you
have directed your dollars to SOLC, let her
know where, at Sherman Oaks Lutheran
Church, your want your Care dollars to be
designated!

Set Apart to Serve ~ LCMS Congregation Survey
Do you know a young man
who would make a great
pastor?
How about someone who
would be a great Lutheran
school teacher, deaconess or
DCE?
Jesus gives His church—people
who work full time in service to the
Gospel. Jesus told us to pray for such
workers.

The LCMS continues to pray, and
has begun Set Apart to Serve
(SAS), an intentional effort to
encourage young people to
consider church work as their
career.
Your opinion can help improve
SAS. Please fill out a brief survey
at lcms.org/set-apart-to-servesurvey by March 15, and let us know
how you think SAS can be beneficial to
your congregation. Thank you.
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God Is Sufficient
The second
day of this
month marks Ash Wednesday, when
we begin observance of the Lenten season. During
this time, we reflect upon Jesus’ forty days in the
desert and His temptation, which is described in the
following passage from the book of Matthew:

“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days
and forty nights, He was hungry. The tempter came
to Him and said, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell
these stones to become bread.’ Jesus answered, ‘It
is written: “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on
every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’
Then the devil took Him to the holy city and had Him
stand on the highest point of the temple. ‘If you are
the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down. For it
is written, “He will command his angels concerning
you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that
you will not strike your foot against a stone.”’ Jesus
answered him, ‘It is also written: “Do not put the
Lord your God to the test.”’ Again, the devil took Him
to a very high mountain and showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. ‘All this I
will give you,’ he said, ‘if you will bow down and
worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away from me,
Satan! For it is written: “Worship the Lord your God,
and serve Him only.”’ Then the devil left Him, and
angels came and attended Him.” (Matthew 4:1-11)

by Andréa Vasilo

Lent is a reminder that the Lord’s gifts, both physically
and spiritually, are sufficient for us. Just as Christ
fasted, so are we called upon to “give up”
something during Lent. But why? What does this
denial do? Well, it essentially trains our bodies to not
give in to every desire of the flesh, but instead learn
to say “no” to these desires. The great thing about
this example of fasting is: if you fail, you haven’t
sinned!
Another way we can “train” our earthly lives is almsgiving, or an increase in giving to the church and its
mission during Lent. We all know that it’s easy to find
security and value in material things, but by committing to give more to the church, you’re training
yourself to be content with what God gives. Again, if
you fail, you haven’t sinned! But you’ve learned that
you need help from the Lord in being content with
what God’s called you to take care of as a Christian
steward.
The takeaway? Our sufficiency is not of ourselves – it
is in God. Let us learn this (without sin!) by training
our flesh this Lenten season.

Don’t forget: if you are not yet comfortable
attending in-person worship services, you can still
support SOLC by mailing offerings to the church,
downloading the Vanco app, Tithe.ly app, online
“bill pay” through your bank, or giving online…
www.shermanoakslutheran.org.

A Premier Conference for
Lutheran Laity
You are invited to attend the 2022 Issues,
Etc. “Making the Case” Conference
Friday, June 24 and Saturday, June 25 at
Concordia University Chicago.
Speakers include: Bryan Wolfmueller, Will
Weedon, Dr. Paivi Rasanen, Dr. Albert Mohler, Dr.
Joel Biermann, Bill Barr and Chris Rosebrough.
Early-bird registration is $135 and includes three
meals. Reduced room rates, including on-campus
dorms, are available.

For more information, visit issuesetc.org or call
(618) 223-8385.

Check out our church website
under “online giving” to the icon “GIVE to
SOLC,” click on it, thus giving through
Vanco. The best thing about this is,
Vanco directly sends the report into
Servant Keeper, which is our database
and where the yearly giving statements
are generated!
As we incorporate Vanco into our weekly
routine we will start using the many
functions that Vanco offers to
congregations.
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Join us in wishing God’s blessings on those
celebrating their birthday or anniversary
anniversary this month:

Birthdays:

Anniversary:

Thomas Groth

3/12

Jessica Hanna

3/1

Carl Hinrichs

3/13

Lisa Richardson

3/2

Dave-Ryan Tankou

3/13

Bruce Salcedo

3/2

Pastor Titus Utecht 3/21

(Congratulations on number of years!)

Luigi & Sonia Uwanawich

(35 yrs) 3/10
(24 yrs) 3/18

Patina Uwanawich 3/6

Eric Lee

3/22

Rolain & Florence Tankou

Hephzibah Utecht 3/7

Jim Windsor

3/26

Kady Newman

3/11

Christian/Charlotte Hinrichs (14 yrs) 3/21

Tanya Peterson

3/28

Tom Pelton

3/11

Velma Pontius

3/30

Eric & Catrina Lee

(30 yrs) 3/28

A Public Service Announcement:
You’ve probably heard about “Phishing” by now.
Vishing is simply Voice + Phishing. Cybercriminals are
attacking us from every direction — and through
Vishing they contact would-be victims via phone calls.

5 tips to help protect yourself from
Vishing attacks:
Don’t answer calls from unknown numbers —
Let calls from unknown numbers go to voicemail. Many
Vishing scams will also leave a pre-recorded voicemail
message, which will give you a chance to properly vet
whether the caller is from a legitimate source.
Be suspicious — Most successful Vishing calls
appear to come from a company you know and trust.
Bank fraud Vishing attempts are among the most
prevalent, claiming fraud or suspicious activity. Banks
will never ask you for private information over the
phone — so don’t give it out.
Don’t be pressured — Some Vishing scams
attempt to create a sense of urgency and fear. For
example, claiming that you owe back taxes.
Government institutions like the IRS almost exclusively
communicate by mail.
Never provide user names or passwords —
Most Vishing attempts try to convince the victim to give
up PIN numbers, Social Security Numbers, credit card
security codes, passwords, or other personal details.
Reputable sources will never ask for these.

Beware of “no hang up” technique — While
you may believe the call ended, the fraudster will
maintain the connection while producing a faked dial
tone. When you call the provided number, or your
bank, you are instead speaking to another scammer
and potentially giving away valuable information.

If you suspect you’ve been a victim of
Vishing, report it immediately to the
Federal Trade Commission.
Update on the Chicken Coop Project
The VBS kids supported this project in July.
Currently staff is strategically focusing this
project in the Mazetenango region. Three
CarePoint communities have benefited from
funds raised by Sherman Oaks Lutheran and
other donors through Greater Calling (CHC
DBA). These are Ceiba Blanca, Cuyotenango
and El Reparo communities.
There is a short video that shows the
implementation of the project. They continue
running this project at the three communities
and will soon add Santo Domingo which is also
in the area. To support this project, please use
this project information: GT00002504P Guatemala Chicken Coop Project.
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Refill our Mercy Packs

CHF Poverty Encounter
Located within Children's Hunger
Fund; Poverty Encounter is a
16,000 square foot exhibit that takes
you into four immersive environments
in the developing world. After
boarding an airplane and taking a
simulated flight, you will visit a dump
in Guatemala City, walk the
earthquake-damaged streets in Haiti,
go inside a brickyard in Nepal, and
enter an underground sewer in
Romania. Each environment
highlights the story of a real child
living in these circumstances. Onsite
tours include a service activity,
allowing you to respond Biblically by
providing both help and hope to those
in need.
•
•

•

•
•

Plan Your Visit
Appropriate for all ages.
Advance tickets are required;
just $7 a person for a group of
15 or more. Ages 5 and under
are free.
The experience includes a 75minute guided tour of the Poverty
Encounter exhibit and a 30minute food packing activity
(allow about 2 hours).
Please arrive 10-15 minutes prior
to your tour start time.
We recommend guests dress
comfortably and wear closed-toe
shoes.

Poverty Encounter is located at: 13931
Balboa Blvd. Sylmar, CA 91342 (818)
979-7090.

Reach out to Chris Gordon if
you are interested in going as
a group. Once we have 15
people she will schedule a
Saturday morning time for us
to attend.

by Chris Gordon

Now is a good time to refill our Mercy Packs! All nonperishable, boxed or canned food items can be placed in the red
bin in the Fellowship Hall.
Remember, too, you can go on line at Amazon with a click of a
button - no need to go out and shop or wonder what might be a
current need - it’s all on our Mercy Packs SOLC Amazon list!
(You are always welcome to go out and shop for items needed
though, too!!) 
This list, on Amazon, allows us to inform you what are the current
“high priority” needs, adjusted as supplies and donations come in
and as seasons and weather change.
This is also an easy and efficient way to use monetary donations.
If you prefer to donate via check or otherwise, your donation can
easily be applied to the most current, high priority need using this
list.
Please reach out Rianne Utecht with questions.

by Breilyn Brantley

“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all people—” 1 Timothy 2:1














Let’s give thanks to those who have given their time and
talents here at SOLC in February, to:
Those who donated to the mercy packs. Remember you can
still give through Amazon.
Our youth raising money for the LCMS Youth Gathering this
year and for all who gave and will continue to give. (See the
Giving Tree in the church Narthex-article on page 3.)
Jamie Cleary and the men (and women) who attended the
Men’s Group outing to the Mullin Automotive Museum in
Oxnard, then toured Jamie and his father’s car restoration
shop.
Dick Robertson for hosting a wonderful Olympic themed
gathering for the young adults of the church. Everyone had a
blast with the competitions while watching the closing
ceremonies!
Rianne for working with our little ones who sing praises of
LOVE during our worship service.
Evelyn and Tahirih for making sure we have coffee and treats
after worship each week.
Our Altar Guild for the ‘behind the scenes’ prep they do every
week to prepare the sanctuary for worship.
Those who volunteer their time to help with all the goings on
at the church.

If there are anyone out there you feel deserves thanks for giving their time and
talents to the church, please email me at brei04@hotmail.com.
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Council highlights ~
♦ Pastor’s Report: Pastor
Utecht congratulated the
worshippers last Sunday for giving a warm
welcome to a new visitor to worship even
though she could only communicate with a
laptop. The Covid Sunday worship service at
12 noon has ended. Pastor brought up the
need to have Guidelines for Outside
Agencies using our facility. We must weigh
all principals and prayerfully consider if they
align with our LCMS teaching. The Sunday
School trial period was discussed with pros and
cons of SS during worship or not. The issue
was tabled until Sunday, Feb. 20 after worship.
♦ President’s Report: David Seaver reported
that the Leadership Retreat is planned for
Saturday, March 26, 9 a.m. through 4 p.m.
♦ Vice President’s Report: Eric Anderson
announced that several younger members have
volunteered to usher, so a new usher training
will take place.
♦ Financial Secretary’s Report: Heather
Wolter reported the January contributions.
♦ Treasurer’s Report: Leslie O’Byrne
presented both December 2021 and January
2022 reports, stating that they match Heather’s
income report. The National Youth Gathering
has $3,600 in their fundraising account. The
cost is around $5,500 for four students and two
chaperones to attend. She suggested the
church may need to assist with fundraising
since they are about $1,875 short of that goal.
WFLA is
sponsoring
foster moms to
allow them to attend the Refresh Conference at
Saddleback Church in March. It will be a time to
exhale from all that fostering is and inhale
encouragement to endure and persevere.
As an ‘outpost’ church for WFLA, we
received an invitation to write encouragements for the Foster moms who will be
attending. I was given 6 names and

page 7

February 15, 2022 mtg

by Heather
Wolter for Council
Secretary

♦ Elder’s Report: Luigi Uwanawich
reported that the Pastor and Elders continue to
pray for all those at Sherman Oaks Lutheran.
♦ School Board Report: The School Board
has decided to extend the 40% discount, from
only Board member families, to all SOLC
members.
♦ Trustee Report: Larry Hanna reported the
improvements in the Memorial Garden are
progressing. A high priority is to update the
church bathrooms. Larry will speak with Jim
Windsor about a work party to beautify the
church for Easter.
♦ Christian Education Report: Cindy Hanna
announced the children singing in church will be
ongoing.
♦ Outreach Committee Report: Rhonda
Renneker reported that the ESL classes
continue with six students.

January 2022 Financial Facts:
Total Contributions
SOLCC Contribution
Total Expenses
Liability/EQ Premium

$14,309.25
$5,034.00
($16,908.25)
($2,000.00)
$435.00

The month of January the
congregation was $435 ahead of
covering our operating costs!
received such a beautiful response from the
women of SOLC, that each of the moms will
receive multiple cards and letters as well as a
variety of gift cards. Thank you to all who
were able to participate!
Please keep these moms
in your prayers: Nydia,
Dominique, Lesley,
Lorie, Amy and Franny
and the children in their
care, and those to come.

The Oakleaves Sherman Oaks Lutheran Church March 2022

A Message from Pastor...

Solemn Joy

“Dust you are, and to dust you shall return.”
The words felt so strong, striking, and out of place
as they rolled out of my mouth and into the ears
of my 5 month old baby Akyra. It was Ash
Wednesday and I was serving as a vicar at Faith
Lutheran Church in Green Bay, WI. Rianne and I
were new parents, and as she and baby Akyra
came forward during the Ash Wednesday service,
the situation was so striking. Here was my
precious, beautiful baby, bright-eyed, full of life.
Her baby skin was so soft and fair, unscarred by
the mishaps of life and unworn from years under
the sun. Yet I smeared dark ashes across her
forehead as I spoke those words: “Dust you are,
and to dust you shall return.” I remember well
the mental dissonance I
experienced in that moment. How
can I speak such a strong and
solemn pronouncement of death
upon my beautiful baby
blossoming with life?
Such is the nature of Ash
Wednesday, and the season of
Lent as a whole. We are naturally
inclined to avoid thinking about death and our
frailty. We would much rather continue through
life with the simple naivety that all is well and
that life shall continue on just fine. After all, it’s
far more uplifting and happy to look at or think
on smiling babies than it is to think on ashes and
death. If we are to think about death, it is usually
just to say “I guess that’s coming, so live it up
while you can!”
Yet on Ash Wednesday, we turn our focus toward
things that are not at all bright nor full of life. We
think on our sinfulness and the death that it
brings. We weigh on our hearts the reality that
we are but made of dust and will soon die and
return to dust. Why?
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by Pastor Titus A. Utecht

Although it is not easy, considering our frailty is
the way of wisdom. In Ecclesiastes 7:2, Solomon
writes “It is better to go to the house of
mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for
this is the end of all mankind, and the living will
lay it to heart.” When we ponder the reality of
our short life on this earth, our heart is better set
to face what will come in life. What is more, as
we gather as Christians on Ash Wednesday, we
consider death from the perspective of those
who know that death has been defeated. This
much is conveyed in the imposition of the ashes.
The ashes themselves point to our eventual death
and return to dust. Yet they are applied in the
shape of the cross as a reminder of the one who
entered death and defeated it, Jesus
Christ. Knowing his death and
resurrection, we can reflect upon our
impending death, learn from it the grim
realities of sin, and then reflect with
even greater hope and joy at the love
and power of Jesus Christ.
Such were my thoughts as I walked
away from that Ash Wednesday service
and headed home to my little baby Akyra, who
still had at least some ashes on her forehead. Yes,
it was strange and difficult to ponder that even
she would one day return to dust and her beauty
perish. However, the experience had left me with
what I might call a “solemn joy.” I call it “solemn”
because my heart and my face still reflected the
solemn nature of the evening. Yet even though
my mouth showed no smile, there was a deepseated joy in knowing that even though death
would eventually claim me and even my precious
little Akyra, Jesus Christ had already claimed us
and given us eternal life. I hope and pray that this
Ash Wednesday you too may find that same
solemn joy.
-Pastor Utecht

