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True North VBEC 2025

With 60 campers signed up, Camp Firelight - True North VBC hosted a pretty even §
split of church kids vs kids from the community. Stationed in Alaska, we learned to  §
trust an unchanging Jesus as our only True North in this Wild World. During Arctic P9
Openings, campers laughed and learned through the daily skits featuring Jeff Zimmer (SRR
as Scout Rivers and his sidekick, camp counselor Eleanor Waild. They worshipped
with Rianne's energetic leadership and favorite VBC songs. Then they rotated e
through 5 stations including: Bible Adventures by Pastor and Jason, Glacier Games “\i
with Jeff Fluekiger and Alik, Tundra Treats crafted by Sonia and Fay, Craft Cabin ;
lead by Jessica and Lorraine, and Sticky Scripture (bible memory) taught by Deserie
and Nina Norgaard. Every moment was filled with faith, fun, and biblical founda-
tions. We had the most fantastic Crew Leaders to guide our campers through their %
day! Thanks: Mary, Sammi, Brenda, Ariana, Alessandra, Laura W., Laura R, Kayla,
Luna, Tiffany and Hope! Our infant team of Vahn and Lorriane were life savers!

¢ 7 A
v /

V

The campers also got to practice compassion, kindness, and caring through our Mis-
sion Focus: Gifts of Love by Lutheran World Relief. By collecting donations, the
children sponsored farm animals for families in countries around the world. We set
a lofty goal of raising $590 and our generous campers brought in over $700!"!! They
had the satisfaction of sponsoring piglets, sheep, hens, chicks and goats... a small
“herd”! To celebrate, Pastor got “pied” in the face and all the leaders were targets
for the campers’ water balloon battle.

We also hosted over 100 people for the VBC Family Cookout night; generously
provided by Evan and Laura Warshawsky. S'mores and bouncer ball pit fun
rounded out the evening of joy for all.

Special thanks to the Robertson family who treated all of our volunteers to a
pool party with a delish food truck!

Huge thanks to all who prayed, prepped, planned, donated, created, taught, and
lead for this amazing summer event!
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Lutheran Women
> IN Mission

After a long summer break, we will be meeting on
September 13, 2025. We will have a new Bible Study
and then make plans for our Fall Celebration on Octo-
ber 4, 2025 at our church. We will be responsible for
making the luncheon and serving our Zone 3 and 4 la-
dies. The speaker is Angela Kargbo representing The
Dakota Boys/Ranch in Minot, North Dakota. There will
be more information before our meeting. Please
remember to donate to Mites.

Tr
Ei Meals for the Werners

OO0 OO0 OO0 00
https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/20F054AA9AC292-58184191-meals

Let's show Elaine and Dennis the love of their church family during this
time of recovery and healing by providing a small meal for the 2 of them.

You can reach out to Dennis at 747-253-8140 to coordinate drop off details.
If you sign up for a Sunday, you could leave the meal in the church refrig-
erator.

Please review the available slots below and click on the button to sign up.
Thank you!
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ATTENTION ALL MEN OF SOLC!!

You are cordially invited to join us at the next gathering
of the Men’'s Group! Mark your calendar for Saturday,
September 20, 2025. We'll begin at 10 am.

For any questions, contact Chuck Spitler at
(951) 966-3623 or chuckspitler@yahoo.com
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"' will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, | will *
remember your wonders of old. »

/4

"“1 will ponder all your work, and meditate on your .
mighty deeds. 3

Z

" Your way, O God, is holy. What god is great like our 3
God? »

/4

"You are the God who works wonders; you have made 3
known your might among the peoples. »

Psalm 77:11-14 <

FEET — Families Encouraging + Equipping Together

Mark your calendar for FEET - Sept 21st, 11:45 am - 1:30 pm
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Zoo News from the Children’s Center, by Director,
rusyak Dzheyranyan

» We are so grateful for a wonderful summer camp

at SOLCC! This summer, we had the privilege of touching the
.. lives of 51 children, and many new friendships were made
along the way. As we begin a new school year, our first team
focus is on the elements of life—helping children feel
comfortable and confident during this important time of
transition.

In September, our themes will include:
- Feelings and manners
- Fall and leaves

- Our bodies and five senses
- Fire and earthquake practice

All of these topics are taught in a loving, nurturing
manner, with God at the center of everything we do.
Our children also take part in Chapel twice a week
with Pastor Utecht. Chapel is very child-friendly, with
puppets, a flannel board, singing, and dancing. The
children especially love giving Pastor Utecht a big high
five at the end! In addition, children learn their daily
meal prayer, Bible stories in the classroom, and a
variety of Christian songs that will become beloved to
them over time.

Infant & Toddler Program Update

We are excited to share that things are falling into place for our new Infant & Toddler program'
Our room is coming together beautifully, and .

we are currently waiting for final DSS i\r'
approval. We already have a couple of little ‘
ones set to be enrolled, and we can’t wait to
officially welcome them. Miss Makayla and |
even had fun painting both doors of the
infant classrooms to make the space feel
bright and cheerful! If you know a child who
would benefit from our warm, family-like
preschool environment, please send them
our way! We still have spots open in all age

|

"
groups and would love to give families a tour ‘*‘\é
of our “Zoo Zone.” For more information, » u
please visit our website at L‘-.Z‘I'L‘.‘S‘lo?,:;:r;;h
www.solpreschool.com. ;ﬁ:ﬁ%’;‘:‘;;‘f
~ migejonted
Back-to-School Night is Friday, September “f‘éi.”:“ﬂ?ff;‘;’:‘f‘*
26 at 7:00 PM. We look forward to seeing aﬁ’ai‘i{l";.,?;f;'”
Suteome,

you there!




Tues, Sept 2
Wed, Sept 3
Sat, Sept 6
Sun, Sept 7

Tues, Sept 9
Wed, Sept 10
Sat, Sept 13

Sun, Sept 14

Tues, Sept 16

Wed, Sept 17

Thurs, Sept 18
Sat, Sept 20

Sun, Sept 21

Tues, Sept 23
Wed, Sept 24
Sat, Sept 27
Sun, Sept 28

Tues, Sept 30
Wed, Oct 1
Sat, Oct 4
Sun, Oct 5
Tues, Oct 7
Wed, Oct 8
Sat, Oct 11
Sun, Oct 12

Tues, Oct 14
Wed, Oct 15
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Zoom Bible Study, 11 am
Evening Bible Study, 7 pm
Contemp. Worship, 5 pm
Bible Study, 9 am

Healthy Life, 12 pm

Zoom Bible Study, 11 am
Evening Bible Study, 7 pm
LWML, 9 am

Bible Study, 6:30 pm
Bible Study, 9 am

Healthy Life, 12 pm

Zoom Bible Study, 11 am
Evening Bible Study, 7 pm

Oakleaves Contributions Due

Men’s Group, 10 am

Bible Study, 6:30 pm
Bible Study, 9 am

FEET, 11:45 am

Zoom Bible Study, 11 am
Evening Bible Study, 7 pm
Contemp. Worship, 5 pm
Bible Study, 9 am

Healthy Life, 12 pm

Zoom Bible Study, 11 am
Evening Bible Study, 7 pm
LWML Zone Meeting, 9 am
Bible Study, 6:30 pm
Bible Study, 9 am

Healthy Life, 12 pm

Zoom Bible Study, 11 am
Evening Bible Study, 7 pm
LWML, 9 am

Bible Study, 6:30 pm
Bible Study, 9 am

Healthy Life, 12 pm

Zoom Bible Study, 11 am
Evening Bible Study, 7 pm

Bible Study, 6:30 pm
Worship, 10 am

Contemp. Worship, 5 pm

Worship, 10 am

Council Meeting, 7 pm

Contemp. Worship, 5 pm
Worship, 10 am

Healthy Life, 12 pm

Young Adults, 6:30 pm
Worship, 10 am

Contemp. Worship, 5 pm

Worship, 10 am

Youth Group, 6:30 pm

Contemp. Worship, 5 pm

Worship, 10 am
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A mighty PRAISE GOD...the Utecht girls have all mastered naming the 66 books of the
Bible! e
Way to GROW Akyra, Hephzibah, Zephyra, and - -l
Alaytheia!!!!

Here is a link to listen to and learn from:

https://photos.app.goo.gl/HpVhnubCyZwCn]Vv9
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JOin us iv wishing God'’s blessings op those

. celebrating their birthday or anniversary this month:
acd
Birthdagys: dAnnivegrsarigs:
Abigail Connick 9/3  Jeremiah Rubin  9/21 (Congratulations on
numbgr of years!)
Caydence Renneker 9/6  Hope Gordon 9/26
Joshua Rubin 9/10 Michael O'Byrne  9/27|Mario & Miriam Sweet
(18 years) 9/22
Thomas Pelton 9/12 Daphne Stegman 9/27
. . Craig & Tanya Peterson
Mario Sweet 9/15 Madison Seaver  9/28 (20 years) 9/24

Parisa Foroughiazar 9/20 Sandra Uwanawich 9/28
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Thank you, Ushers
September—December 2025

9/7 Eric Anderson; Charlene Irwin 10/5 Bryant Small; Dennis Werner

9/14  Dennis Werner; Inga Windsor 10/12 Chuck Spitler; Chansom Zayabouth

9/21 Chuck Spitler; Lorraine Salcedo 10/19 Charlene Irwin; Inga Windsor

9/28  Eric Anderson; Jason Plattner 10/26 Eric Anderson, Frank Perez Reformation

All Saints' )
11/9  Jason Plattner; Bryant Small 12/14 Dick Robertson; Jason Plattner

1/16  Frank Perez; Eric Anderson 12/21 Bryant Small; Frank Perez

11/23 Dennis Werner: Charlene Irwin 12/24 Eric Anderson, Dennis Werner Christmas Eve

11/26 Eric Anderson Thanksgiving Eve 12/25 TBD Christmas Day
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1 /2 Lorraine Salcedo; Dick Robertson 12/7 Chansom Zayabouth; Lorraine Salcedo
|

|

|

|

|

|

I 11/30 Inga Windsor; Chuck Spitler Advent 12/28 Robert True; Dennis Werner
|

|

The Church Office records show the following < s
members as having a baptismal birthday this month. @\\* 7
2

[Please contact the office if your baptism date is incorrect.)

Dorene Rubin 9/02
Akyra Utecht 9/03
Parisa Foroughiazar 9/19
Cyrus Pan 9/21
Elaine Werner 9/24

Abigail Connick 9/26

Michael O’ Byrne 9/28
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A Message from the Pastor...

Throughout his time on earth, Jesus gave a
simple two word instruction to many people:
“Follow me.” Many did just that! ... Sort of.
Throughout his earthly ministry, the number
of Jesus’ “followers” fluctuated wildly. Many
came and “followed him” for a while but soon
turned back, revealing the true thoughts of
their hearts. Following Jesus wasn’t (and
isn’t) for the faint of heart and isn’t always
easy. With that in mind, here are 3 ways to
“follow Jesus” without

actually following him.

#1 Follow when it’s popular
and convenient.

preacher. Then, he feeds all

5,000+ of them with five

loaves and two fish! Following Jesus is great!
Yet he soon turns and begins to deliver “hard
sayings” to them—challenging them on
whether they are truly seeking him or just
bread, that they must eat his body and drink
his blood (which they don’t yet understand),
etc. “After this many of his disciples turned
back and no longer walked with him.” So ask
yourself: Am | following Jesus, coming to
church, living as a Christian because it's easy
and popular? How would | respond if things
got hard?

#2 Follow when you have time.

In Luke 9:59-62 we find Jesus calling two
individuals to follow him. The first says “Lord,
let me first go and bury my father.”
Shockingly, Jesus challenges him and says,
“Let the dead bury their own dead. But as for

3 Ways to “Follow Jesus” Without Following Him

“..but as for you, congregation full of people

In John 6 we find “a large go and prOCIaim human teachers and

crowd following [Jesus].” He’s . messengers than with Jesus.
the hot new preacher on the the k'ngdom Paul writes how “each one of
block and his popularity is of God.” you says, ‘I follow Paul,’ or ‘I
soaring. He’s been healing follow Apollos,’ or ‘I follow
people and is such a great - Luke 9: 60b Cephas,’ or ‘|l follow

by Pastor Titus A. Utecht

you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
The other says, “I will follow you Lord, but
let me first say farewell to those at my
home.” Jesus challenges him also. Both of
their attitudes for following Jesus are
summed up with, “I will follow you, Jesus.
But first...” Ask yourself: Is that my mindset
also? Am | telling myself, “l will (sometime in
the future) follow Jesus. But first...”?

#3 Follow the messenger instead of Jesus.

In 1 Corinthians 1:12 Paul
writes to a divided

who are more enamored with

Titus’ [just kidding on the

last one! ... Although the
biblical Titus did go preach in Corinth shortly
after the writing of this letter!] or ‘I follow
Christ.” ” The people of Corinth set their
eyes and hearts on human teachers instead
of on Christ. It’s easy to do. Yet Paul
reproves them, ultimately asking “What then
is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through
whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to
each.” The messengers are just that—
messengers and servants. Don’t see and
follow them. See and follow Jesus. Ask
yourself: Am | seeking and following truly and
purely Jesus, or am | focused on the human
representative? Does my faith rest on the
messenger or the message?

My prayer for each of you is that you have a
heart truly and purely set on following Jesus.




